Our Flag stands for Freedom with Liberty and Justice for All, With Freedom 
of Speech, of the Press, of Religion and with Personal Privacy. From bui of Rights 





Warren History | 

Center Line History and Hundreds of Pictures 

Emphasis is on our American way of life, 
Freedoms, Constitution and Bill of Rights. 
There is no religious or political agenda in this history 
You may MAKE AS MANY COPIES AS YOU WISH. 
Suitable for Teachers 
MUCH MORE HISTORICAL INFORMATION ON 
MANY TOPICS INCLUDING RECENT HISTORY IS 
AVAILABLE FREE WITH 1000s OF PICTURES to 
view and print now at Companion Web Site WHICH F 

ALSO HAS MUSIC macombhistory.us 
Also available on a DVD which has over 8000 pictures 
available for a small donation to Friends of the Library. 
The DVD has Census info from most censuses and has 
GENEALOGICAL INFO ON THOUSANDS OF 
LOCAL FAMILIES from research and interviews. 
Important ignored recent history: Remember 9-11 when 

attacks killed 3000 of us, Remember attack on Pearl 

Harbor, Times Square Bomber, Detroit Underwear Bomber, 

some TV stations media now partly foreign owned force I 

Political Correctness Censorship. Child kidnapping threat,! 

"child brides" do Google search see for yourself, RFIDs, 

Mu chips, You in international databases, Warren 

Memorials stolen, American culture changes and other 

Important Recent history 

Freedom is not free. 

Thank us vets for yours. Many died for your freedom 

Keep informed. Be Vigilant, Be Prepared 






Lessons of History We live on a tiny speck in the Cosmos. It has no life rafts. We 
must take good care of it and act responsibly as there is no other place to go. The air, 
water and ground were pure in 1800 . In the early days visitors found Warren to be a 
vast wilderness with forests, marshy areas and bushy prairies with no roads, 
abounding in wildlife , wolves, deer, wild cats, raccoon, opossum, squirrel, deer, 
muskrat, bison, bear, turkeys, millions of birds, billions of misquotes and often 
deadly savages. Now the air is polluted and thousands are dying from it. Our Great 
lakes fish are unsafe to eat. The ground water is polluted. We must make businesses 
be responsible with enforcement. Stop pollution. Clean it all up. 
Plato said "The price of apathy (lack of concern) towards public affairs is to be ruled by evil men." Too 
many people today limit their interests to the entertainment culture and ignore the real world around them. 
They can tell you who is hot on Idol but are totally unaware that they are about to be stiffed again by those in 
power. The big money interests rule and the people have become sheeple. Learn from history or risk 

repeating mistakes that can be avoided. 

Confucius, Socrates, Jesus and great 
thinkers agree the best way for humans to 





get along is: Don't do to others what one 
does not want done to oneself. Do only as 
you want to be done to. But history also 
teaches one to be informed, educated, be 
vigilant and be prepared for attacks from 



'ON MY HONOR I -WILL DO MY BEST: TO 
DO MY DUTY TO GOD AND MY COUNTRY 
AND TO OBEY THE SCOUT LAW 
• TO HELP OTHER PEOPLE AT ALL 
TIMES * TO KEEP. MYSELF PHYSICALLY 
STRONG, MENTALLY AWAKE AND 
MORALLY STRAIGHT. - The Scout Oath 



A SCOUT IS TRUSTWORTHY, LOYAL, 
HELPFUL, FRIENDLY, COURTEOUS, 
KIND, OBEDIENT, CHEERFUL, THRIFTY, 
BRAVE, CLEAN, REVERENT.-The Seoul Low 
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History teaches that if you allow 

terrorists and their sympathizers 

to live amongst you, they 

will eventually hurt you. 



man and beast. People, countries and cities 

that are not are conquered which may lead 

to death or slavery. It has happened many 
times in the past and is happening now. Get informed. Better to think 
and lead than to be lecl_ A threat to one of us is a threat to all . There 
are many working to take away your rights, freedoms, jobs, financial ability. Some want to make you pay 
interest to them while they do not pay their fair share of taxes. And some are working stealth actions to take 
over our country including passing laws in their favor. They want special treatment. Beware especially of 
laws that limit your freedom of speech, the press or the right to have guns. Once they disarm the people there 
is nothing to stop anyone from taking over. Look 
at history see for yourself. Regarding Crime, 
swiftness and certainty of punishment is the best 

deterrent. Lots of 

needed public service 

jobs can be done as 

part of sentences such 

as picking up trash, fixing roads, painting, weeding, mowing, and construction 

saving us taxpayers money. It costs us $35,000 a year to house each criminal with 

better medical care than we have, food, exercise rooms, free legal services, cable 

TV and free conjugal visits. We have to work to support them so why should they 
not work for us. Billions of your tax dollars are wasted on criminals. Have Air Force drop killers and rapists 
off on a deserted pacific island. If you don't agree you feed them we are tired of supporting killers & rapists. 
Kids need to be taught responsibility, integrity, honesty, kindness, and simple courtesy. Give a boys and 
girls a Boy Scout Handbook because it has many good things in it including survival tips. 
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The American's Creed "I believe in the United States of America, as a government of the people, by the 
people, for the people; whose just powers are derived from the consent of the governed; a democracy 
in a republic; a sovereign Nation of many sovereign States; a perfect union, one and inseparable; 
established upon those principles of freedom, equality, justice, and humanity for which American 
patriots sacrificed their lives and fortunes. I therefore believe it is my duty to my country to love it, to 
support its Constitution, to obey its laws, to respect its flag, and to defend it against all enemies." — 
William Tyler Page, 

We Americans formed a government of the people, for the people in 
1787 under our Constitution. A three branch Government which counter 
check each other to stop any one group from gaining too much power. 






,The 

Constitution 

of the United States 



The Preamble our founding fathers wrote tells the purpose. POD CAjQC^ )* bjfV^S \f? 

People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, i^^^^^^S^^^^^^^ 




"We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, -^~^ 

establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common 
defense, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do 

ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America." 
The Bill of Rights which are the first ten amendments to the Constitution were approved in 1791 to give 
us specific freedoms. First Amendment guarantees the freedom of religion, of speech, of the press, of 
assembly, and of petition to the government for redress of grievances. Second Amendment gives the right to 
bear arms openly, Third Amendment freedom from quartering soldiers in a house without owner's consent 
Fourth Amendment protects people against unreasonable search and seizure. No searches without warrant or 
probable cause. This is also about privacy that people supposed to be entitled to have their homes and 
personal effects private and free from searches. Fifth Amendment no person shall be held for "a capital or 
otherwise infamous crime" without indictment, be twice put in "jeopardy of life or limb" for the same 
offense, be compelled to testify against himself, or "be deprived of life, liberty, or property without due 
process of law." It also prohibits government from taking private property without "just compensation," Sixth 
Amendment guarantees the right of speedy and public trial by an impartial jury in all criminal proceedings 
and the right to have legal counsel for the accused and guarantees that the accused may require witnesses to 
attend the trial and testify in the presence of the accused. It also guarantees the accused a right to know the 
charges against him. Seventh Amendment guarantees right of trial by jury in almost all civil cases. Eighth 
Amendment. Excessive bail, fines "cruel and unusual" punishment prohibited. 

Summary of the US Constitution 
Article 1 of the constitution establishes the first of the three branches of the government, the Legislature 
called Congress, a two-part, body 1 st the House of Representatives. The members of the House are divided 
among the states proportionally, giving more populous states more representatives. And 2 nd the Senate. Each 
state has the exact same number of Senators, two each, regardless of the population. Congress must have a 
minimum number of members present in order to meet, and that it may set fines for members who do not 
show up. It says that members may be expelled, that each house must keep a journal to record proceedings 
and votes, and that neither house can adjourn without the permission of the other. 
Article 2 establishes the second of the three branches of government, the Executive, the office of the 
President and the Vice-President. The President is commander-in-chief of the armed forces and of the militia 
(National Guard). Article 3 establishes the last of the three branches of government, the Judiciary. Section 1 
establishes the Supreme Court, the highest court in the United States. Section 3 defines, without any 
question, what the crime of treason is. Article 4 concerns the states. Section 1 mandates that all states will 
honor the laws of all other states. Section 2 guarantees that citizens of one state be treated equally and fairly 
like all citizens of another. It also says that if a person accused of a crime in one state flees to another, they 
will be returned to the state they fled from. Section 4 ensures "representative democracy." Article 5 details 
the method of changing, the Constitution. Article 6 concerns the United States itself. First, it guarantees that 
the United States under the Constitution would assume all debts and contracts entered into by the United 
States under the Articles of Confederation. It sets the Constitution and all laws and treaties of the United 
States to be the supreme law of the country. Finally, it requires all officers of the United States and of the 
states to swear an oath of allegiance to the United States and the Constitution when taking office. 
Article 7 method for ratification. Page 3 




The beauty you see is his work 



rThanks to the work of volunteers this cemetery is being 
laintained. There is one outstanding volunteer who has 
Labored here every year since about 1997. He is Tom 
Turmel. He took weed covered grounds with very few 
■trees and planted grass, added colorful trees, shrubs and 
iflowers. He has done much landscaping. 




Many grave stones are unreadable and many more are missing. Many pioneer, pauper and 
baby graves were never marked with a memorial stone. Our older cemeteries in Michigan 
have many unmarked graves. The child and infant mortality rate was huge and most child 
graves were unmarked and unregistered. Even today stillborns and day old babies are seldom 
marked. Before 1900 there were more child burials than adult burials. Our sister cemetery 
shows 1.5 child burials per adult burial. County death records only show 500 child burials per 
1000 adults but only 5% of child deaths were even recorded back then. Also our pioneers did 
not have money to buy markers and there were no monument makers nearby. Most of the 
pioneer graves are unmarked. Also most of the older parts of Warren Union Cemetery were 
considered full before WWII. So families had to go out and buy plots elsewhere. 

4 




See hundreds of pictures in larger size and print them free at macombhistory.us Page 5 




Currier & Ives Old Age 1868 




Fireplaces are great places to watch ever 

changing flames and glowing logs and 

were often considered romantic. 



Currier & Ives Season of Love 1868 




Van Dyke looking north cl860 First St Clement church 
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Farm Animals, had to b2 f sd. housed and looks: d aft ar daily. 
Th^ provided incom5 : transportation dothiiiE and food. 





Like Fire fisrlite re without fire 

hydrants tlie pa-i~blic is ignorant to 

tlie fact that there are folks 

working to overthrow our way of 

life, set up inini countries like JsV 

arnl^urg >TY were constitution is 

void & their older men can marry 

9 year old girls without mother's 

consent. This is part of their religion. Do a Google search on 

yourself. Visit jtherjellgjoripj^^ 



■child brides" see for 



Do a Google search on 'TV-ru chip" 



RE VOL "LTT I ONARY 

Z45GHz emhedd&d antenna 



'■JA/w-' 




Chip Size 

> World smallest RFID chip 

> 0.4 mm x 0.4mm x 0.1mm 
2.45GHz ISM band 
Security 

> Read only memory (ROM) approx, soimm 

*■ 128 bits unique ID (u-codej written during production 
Passive Transponder 

> No power source to maintain the chip f battery -less) 

> Reading distance: approx 10-60 cm vuith anti-collision 




Ultra-small Embedded 
Antenna type jj-O^ip 
worked as RFID Tag 



Chips are so small will be put into ever/thing 

Everything to be inventoried 

Everything will be tracked 

Can be hidden in clothing and food 

Can be put in credit cards, drivers license 

Scanners will be put in doorways, checkouts, 

vehicles, public places, stores, libraries 

People can be easily tracked 



Already in money, passports, tickets and 
many other things. Will make checkout 
lines shorter, inventory easier, tracking 
items much easier. Bui when combined 

with national database everyone could be 
found, credit cards shut off to dissidents 

and criminals. Big brother will be able to 

stop criminals and control the ignorant 

population of TV addict ..gJjgSMl? w h° don't 

have a clue and don't care. 




REMEMBER OUR SOLDIERS 

many are in harms way riskine 
their lives for out freedom. 
Remember 9-11. tlie times 

Square bomber, the iindgra;are 

bomber. Help our Veterans. 

More History at 
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|The attack was the second planned attack 
lat the WTC by devout Muslams. The 
Ifirst was on February 26 1993 killed six 
land injured over 1000 people, caused by 
coalition of five Muslam groups: Jamaat 
Al-FuqraVGamaat I slamiya/Hamas/I 
slamic Jihad/National I slamic Front. They have caused the death of an additional 6,000 Americans. They are 
working to take over countries and install Sharia law around the world. For more information see 
http://www.thereligionofpeace.com/ Remember 9-11, the Times Square Bomber, the Shoe Bomber, the 
Detroit Underwear bomber, U of M threats, bus and subway bombings, Ft Hood killer, Arkansas killer... 



Warren History Center Line History Macomb County Michigan compiled by Prof Wesley e Arnold ma 

Please send corrections and additions to wecare@macombhistoryus 

First we need a little background. 
For many millions of years our area was barren rock or covered with seas, glaciers, lakes, clay, 
marshland and forests. Rivers and lakes had pure water. Forests, prairies and damp areas covered our area 
which was for thousands of years, abounding in wildlife, hundreds of species of flora and fauna including 
dinosaurs, mastodon, mammoth, camel, sharks, giant beaver (now extinct) elk, moose, bison, otters, swarms 
of doves, lynxes, wildcats, beaver, muskrat, musk ox, porcupine, eagles, bears, martin, red fox, wolves, 
turkeys, snakes, lizards, numerous fish, deer, squirrels, Golden pheasants, rabbits, woodchuck, raccoon, 
chipmunks, opossum, skunk, and 
hundreds of species of birds and 
insects. Dangerous to man were bears, 
wolves, cougars, insects and worst of 
all other men. Our area was covered 
by seas, and tropical forests. It was 
roamed by dinosaurs and many 
strange animals now extinct. Many of | 
our native animals have been forced 
out of our area by urbanization. There 
were several long periods of time 
when our area was covered by 
glaciers sometimes over a mile thick. 
Finally the area thawed out but rested 
under an expanded Lake St. Clair until 
about 10,000 years ago. 
If a clock face were to represent all 
of prehistory and history of our 
area, only the last fraction of a 
second would represent the history 
of mankind on this planet. 

"Paleo-Indian People"appear to 
have been in Michigan about 12,000 
years ago. During the Early Woodland 
period (1,000 to 300 B.C.) they 
planted gardens, made pottery to store 
and prepare food and used fire. The 
Late Woodland Indians (A.D. 500 to 
1,650) planted corn, squash, melons, 
and beans. They also were gatherers 
of berries and nuts, rice and other wildl 
edibles and they hunted mainly hunted] 
deer, elk and small mammals & 
fished. 

The French were in Michigan from 
1600-1760 160 years. They 
promoted fur trade and set Algonquians and Hurons against English and Iroquois. They bought scalps. The 
French came to Detroit and built a fort in 1701. Not very long after that is when the killings accelerated. 
They offered the Indian things he could not get except from them. Scalping knives, tomahawks, guns, good 
blankets, metal pots, fire water (whiskey). This was in trade for furs including human fur (scalps). As a 
result eventually thousands were savagely murdered. This is so sad but true. It was rule by brute force rather 
than rule by law. 
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The Road -Winter. N. Currier, 1853 




The Life of a Hunter: "A Tight Fix." Currier & Ives, 1861 
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American Forest Scene: Maple Sugaring. N. Currier, 1856 




Central Park, Winter: The Skating Pond. Currier & Ives, 1862 



By 1710 nearly 6000 Indians from many tribes were visiting near the area of the Fort at Detroit 
trying to get the French to give them things. This meant that they were hunting in Warren. 
Soon the tribes were fighting amongst themselves for territory. By 1745 scalping parties were on the prowl 
all over and many men, women and children were needlessly massacred. Many women and children 
became slaves. History is not always soft and fluffy. 

"The fact is undoubted and indisputable that at Detroit and other posts under both French and English rule, 
the Indians received goods in payment for human scalps as regularly as for coon and muskrat skins." 
(Farmer p232) 

In November of 1757 a party of three hundred Canadians and Indians fell upon the German settlers killed 
forty took one hundred and fifty captives and carried off an immense quantity of provisions and livestock. 
(Farmer p 233) 

In late April 1763 Ottawa chief Pontiac called a grand council of the tribes in the vicinity of Detroit and 
urged them to join him in an attack upon the British fort. This attempt failed because an Indian woman tipped 
off the British commander. But virtually all of the settlers in SE Michigan were then murdered. 

The Bloody Red Run 
Legend is that the Red Run River got its name from the red color of the water from the butchery of Chief 
Pontiac's warriors killing others at the banks of the river or cranberries. Although there was no fighting in 
Michigan during the American Revolution except for the killing of settlers. The British gave bands of Indians 
guns, powder, tomahawks and scalping knives. Raids on American settlements in the east were organized 
from Detroit. Thousands of American settlers died because of the raiders. Many innocent people were also 
cruelly tortured. English ruled here from 1760-1815. In just 55 years they earned the title Bloody British. At 
that time there were 300 houses and 2,000 inhabitants at the fort in Detroit. 

A band of peaceful Moravian Indians went to Mt Clemens in the spring of 1782 to collect corn they had 
planted the previous fall. They were collecting this to feed their starving families in Sandusky Ohio when 
they were taken prisoners by a band of Americans, and taken to Fort Pitt. They were told to send for their 
families and children. When the wives and children arrived ninety six mostly women and children were 
murdered with a mallet while they knelt in prayer. (Clarence M. Burton and Wikipedia) 

Peaceful Christian Indians Built our First Road 
1783 peaceful Christian Delaware Indians, escaping from marauding American militia, sought refuge on the 
Clinton River on land granted by the Chippewa. They were ministered to by the Moravian missionaries. They 
wanted to provide their good neighbors and themselves with a road that could get their corn to the mill in 
Detroit. A road was needed because the ground was often too muddy for wagons. By 1786 this group of 
surviving, Moravian Christian Indians had built the first inland road in Michigan in order to carry 
their wheat to the mill on Tremble Creek. It ran 23 and one half miles from what is now Southwest Mt. 
Clemens along the south branch of the Clinton River, along Red Run, then heading south along Bear Creek 
down what is now Sherwood, then Southeast along Connor which was along Tremble's Creek now Connor's 
Creek to Tremble's mill. It was at the point where ten mile road crossed this old trail road that Kunrod's 
corners was established which eventually lead to the creation of Center Line. What a wonderful legacy they 
left to our American pioneers after their tribe had been brutally massacred by the Americans. Oh, their 
reward was to be forced off of their settlement again. See full text at companion website, macombhistory.us 

Scalps of American Soldiers were Paraded Daily thru the Streets of Detroit 
In 1790 scalps of American soldiers were paraded daily thru the streets of Detroit accompanied by the 
demoniac scalp-yells of the warriors who had taken them. (Farmer p265) Not all Indians agreed with 
treaties that cheated them out of their lands and they continued to fight when ever and where ever they could 
often killing innocent settlers. Americans went on the attack. General George Rogers Clark and about five 
hundred frontiersmen led raids against the Indians and the French. Their call was that the only good Indian 
was a dead Indian, and the Indians would substitute the words white man for the word Indian. 

In 1791 a force of 3,000 men under command of Governor St Clair set out from Fort Washington. When 
his tired army reached the Maumee River and pitched their tents for the night they did not post adequate 
guards. 'The camp was quietly surrounded, then furiously attacked. Leaving 630 dead and 383 wounded 
behind. After this victory the Indians fell mercilessly on settlers who were massacred along with their wives 
and children. (Willis F Dunbar 169, 170) Following this President George Washington called on young "Mad 
Anthony" Wayne who spent the next year training his troops. Page 15 



On July 11, 1796, the American flag was raised over Detroit. But the British still wanted to control 
North America so they captured over 1000 American ships and kidnapped over 10,000 Americans. 

The British marched on Washington DC. They burned the Capitol. They attacked American Forts. But 
General Andrew Jackson managed to beat the British in the Battle of New Orleans. American Frontiersman 
George Rogers Clark and about 172 frontiersmen led raids against the Indians and the British. 1778-1779 
Vincennes a seat of British power was captured along with Henry Hamilton the hair buyer. (Wikipedia) 

Massacre at the Raisin 
In January 1813 Red Coats and Indians under Tecumseh surprised and captured or killed almost a thousand 
American militiamen on the River Raisin . This was the bloodiest battle in Michigan history. They 
destroyed an entire US Army. "After the massacre at the Raisin, the few who were judged able to march 
were taken to Maiden and Detroit, but when any of them gave out they were tomahawked without mercy. 
Those who could scarcely walk on account of wounded and bleeding feet were compelled to dance on the 
frozen ground for the amusement of the savages." (Farmer 280) 

"On arrival of the prisoners at Detroit, the inhabitants used great exertions to procure accommodations for 
the wounded, and to ransom the prisoners from the Indians. Thirty- four or more were ransomed here, seven 
by Colonel Elliott of Maiden, and one by Colonel Francis Baby. Day after day for a month the prisoners were 
brought in and with the characteristic sympathy of their sex, the women left ordinary duties undone that they 
might watch at their doors to bargain for the ransom and relief of the sick and wounded. 'The unfortunate 
prisoners were literally hawked about the streets for sale , the price ranging from ten dollars to eighty dollars. 
The only question with the Indians seemed to be , whether they could get more goods for a live captive than 
for a fresh scalp . One account says, 'They even dug up the dead bodies and tore off their scalps that they 
might cheat their employers by selling them at the same price as if taken from the newly dead." In their 
efforts to satisfy the savages and release the noble Kentuckians who had volunteered for the rescue of 
Detroit, many citizens absolutely impoverished themselves . Household valuables, clothing, shawls, and 
blankets from the beds, were given in exchange for the captives." (Farmer 280) 

Battle of Put-in-Bay, was fought on 10 September 1813, in Lake Erie off the coast of Ohio during the 
War of 1812. Nine vessels of the United States Navy under command of Oliver Hazard Perry defeated and 
captured six vessels of Great Britain's Royal Navy. With lake Erie free of the British, General Harrison now 
with 2,500 troops attacked the British and forced them to withdraw from Forts Maiden and Detroit. In 
September 1813 the bloody British evacuated Detroit but first burned the public buildings. In October 1813 
General Harrison also intercepted 850 British Troops and 800 Indians in their retreat to Toronto and defeated 
them at the battle of the Thames. The Indian chief Tecumseh was killed. On Oct 9 General M Arthur arrived 
with 700 mounted riflemen to protect the city . Only scattered resistance remained but was gone by 1830. 
On October 29 1813 President James Madison appointed Lewis Cass governor of the Michigan territory a 
position he was to have for 18 years. (Willis F Dunbar 218) Governor Cass had to feed an average of 400 
begging Indians a day for several years . They posed a threat to the citizens but he did not have the forces to 
expel them. (Farmer 323) 

The citizens also had to fight diseases with no medicine and so called doctors who did not have 
adequate medical knowledge . There were many serious and or fatal diseases such as cholera, malaria, ague, 
erysipelas, scarlet fever, diphtheria, measles, mumps and smallpox, TB which took a heavy toll. Infant 
mortality was high. Pneumonia and Rheumatism was common. (Willis F Dunbar 260) There were no dentists 
and teeth just decayed and rotted in the mouth causing severe pain. If you have ever had a painful tooth you 
know how bad that is. Imagine having to live with it for years. Sometimes the folk cures for diseases and 
conditions were worse than the disease . 

In 1834 Seven percent of the population died in a month from cholera and other causes.. (Silas Farmer 
p49) With epidemics often family members were laid side by side in common graves. Often several 
family members died within a short time. Many people died of conditions we have cures for now. Many 
children died young. 1918-1919 There was a terrible influenza epidemic that killed thousands of persons 
in Michigan and an estimated 25 million people world wide. There were so many orphans that an orphan 
asylum was active in Detroit. 

The French and British (who wanted to discourage settlers) and early land surveyors (who went out in wet 
weather) all spread rumors that the area was an impassable swamp. In fact only small areas were. 
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Needless massacres on both sides peaceful innocents brutally killed and at 

right a little orphan girl with her parents scalps on stick above at top-right. 



Land surveyors were deputized. Joseph Wampler, surveyed the Warren area in 1818. He found forests, 

prairies, wet areas. He found a few squatters and Indians living near Warren Village. Parkins states that 
from 1818 immigration steadily increased. By 1820 the population of Michigan was 8,765. 
Most of this population was in areas near rivers or lakes. After about 1 8 1 8 we started to have rule by law not 

brute force . Constables were 

appointed. James Fulton served as the 

first Macomb County sheriff from 

1818-1822. There has been constant 

sheriff service since that time. Later as 

villages formed constables were 

appointed. Things were mostly settled 

in a peaceful manner rather than by 

brute force. Finally under American 

Rule of Law Warren had law and 

order. 

Erie Canal in 1825 ushered in an 

active period of emigration. It was 

only four feet deep and 42 feet wide. It 

linked the Hudson River with Lake 

Erie. (363 miles). This made it easier 

and faster for immigrants to come 

here. And there were thousands of 

immigrants about to head west. In 

1 8 1 8 the first steamship began on the 

Great Lakes with the "Walk in the 

Water". 

From 1825-37 immigration from 

eastern States increased rapidly. By 

1836 500-700 arrived on a single boat. 

There were long lines at the land office. 

War hero Rev Abel Warren settled in 

what was to become Macomb County 

in the summer of 1824. 
Charles Groesbeck settled in Section 

33 in 1830. Then followed Charles 
Rivard in 1831 in Section 35. He made 
a homestead at the northwest corner of 

12 Mile and Mound. 
James Beebe came to Warren about 
1848. 
Prior to the Civil War most of 
Michigan's and Warren's residents were 
New Englanders coming primarily 
from New York. "All brought with 
them the Yankee traits of industry, 
thrift, religious zeal, reformism, and interest in education. The new settlers were primarily agriculturalists 
interested in growing cash crops of wheat and corn. They raised rye, barley, oats, potatoes, hay and beans. 
Later settlers were from many European countries. They spoke German, Dutch, Flemish, French, Belgium, 
Irish, Welsh, Swedish and a few even spoke English although Warren pioneers were known to have a slight 
German accent. They had much hard work ahead of them to convert wilderness to good farms. 

The pioneers came by canoe and or along narrow forest flanked trails thru the dense wilderness. 
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They came with few tools and against terrific odds and met with determination what modern people 
would term impossible problems. Imagine for a moment being left completely on your own in a forest 

wilderness with no: insect repellent, house or shelter no super markets, no showers no electrical power, no 

appliances, no telephone , no power saws, no gas heat, no running water no cars, tractors or trucks, no 

machines, no radios, TV or entertainment, no canned foods, pop, beer, no paper products, no bottled milk, or 

other packaged foods, no street lights or even streets, no police, no coffee , no credit cards, no job, no ready 

made bread, no toilets no toilet paper or wards catalog. The courageous pioneers felled the trees drained wet 

areas, constructed temporary shelters 

then log cabins, and tilled the land. 

Robert Ramsey bought 160 acres in 

NE Center Line Dated January 6, 1835. 

according to tract Book page 8 Located 

on the Northwest quarter of Section 22, 

Township 1 North of Range 12 East. 

He sold 80 acres of that to Jonathan 

Crabb in 1838. This was the SE corner 

of 1 1 Mile and Van Dyke. 

Land Clearer Families in 
Warren Township were: (name 
section number) Adams John, Barton 
Isaac 4, Barton John H, Bird Joseph 
24, Bruce J 5, Corey H 22, Cummings 
26, Cramer J 22 28, Denison Avery 9, 
Desgrandchamps P 28, Fink E 35, Fink 
W 1, Gibbs Orton 4, Gillett Peter , 
Glazier J 10, Gray Richardson 4, 
Groesback Charles 4, 21, 33, 34, 
Groesback Louis 26, 28, Groesbeck 
Wm 30, 28, 33, Hartsig 16, 10, Hartsig 
W 16, Harwood A 9,16, Hines Michael 
26, Hitchcock Orley, Jenney Horace , 
Jones Northrup d 1841, Murry 
Obadiak 6, Nolan Patrick, Nolan John 
34, Nolan Michael D 1888 SC, Rivard 
Charles 33, Rivard Fabien 33, Ryan 
Michael 26, 27 D 1884 SC, Smith 
Ames, Smith Luman 6, Smith Robert 
D 13 D 1889, Spinnings Daniel, 
Spinnings Mary 4, Sullivan Owen 27, 
VanAntworp Daniel, Whelan Michael , 
Wilson George, Wilson Jeremiah, 
Wilson Moses 3. 
Why are most of these dated in the 
1830s? 
It did not make sense to settle and 
build a cabin if one and one's family 
could be killed and scalped at any time. Rule of savages by brute force had to be replaced by rule of law. 
The land was not put for sale until the survey was done and filed in 1818. Macomb County was just formed 
in 1818. It took a few years to counter the reports of the whole area being a swamp. Reports had been sent 
out east about the area being a big swamp and it took a few years for other more accurate reports to be spread 
out east. Only parts of Warren were wet lands. Another big problem was the billions of mosquitoes. And 
settlers had no repellent and no netting. 
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After the war of 1 812 Americans 
controlled Michigan. That is when we 
finally had rule by law rather than rule 
by brute force. 



The American Revolution was fought 

because we did not want to be tax 

slaves to the King and to foreign 

bankers. 




There was often no transportation to the area and no roads. Most settlers were directed to other places 
which had better reputations. In 1825 the Erie Canal opened but ships had to be built. By the 1830s 
transportation was available. Settlers could buy a comfortable trip from the Atlantic Ocean to Detroit for less 
than $10. (Kern 18) Michigan's population grew from 9,000 non-Indians to 29,000 in 1830, and to 212,000 
by 1840. (Kern 18) "By 1850 .Michigan's immigrants from the Northwest outnumbered her immigrants from 
the South 45 to 1. (Kern 18) But Detroit had to overcome severe epidemics. People did not want to come 
thru Detroit and get a fatal disease. As all of these issues became favorable word got out east and settlers and 
speculators arrived in ship loads of hundreds. Here are the original land patents for Warren Township 



Patentee Name Issue Year 
STAYED HERE 
Adams, Charles 1837 
Aldrich, Asquire 1837 
Alexander, Gilman 1837 
Ambrose, Ruel 1837,8 
Avette, Felix 1835 
Bailey, William 1837 
Barber, Wilson 1837 
Barker, Benjamin 1837 
Barrows, Charles 1835 
Barton. Isaac w 1834 
Barton, John h 1835 
Beufait, Louis 1835 
Beufait, Vital 1835 
Bird, Joseph 1837,8 
Bolam. George 1835 
Brown, Cullen 1838 
Bruce, James n 1835,7 
Bruce, Thomas 1835 
Bryant, Loring 1837 
Buell, Samuel 1837 
Burtis, John 1839 
Burton, Ira 1835 
Burton, John h 1837 
Butler, Patrick 1835 
Butler, Tertullus 1837 
Campbell, Alexander 1835 
Canto, John 1835 
Carpenter, William 1837 
Chase, David 1838 
Chase, Jonathan 1837 
Chicoine, Hubert 1837 
Clark, Elias 1837 
Colton,Almon 1837 
Conant, Shubael 1837 
Cook. John 1837 
Cook, Levi 1837 
Corey, Harris 1837 
Crane, James g 1837 
Crouly, Michael 1837 
Cummins, Michael 1838 
Curtis, Israel 1831 
Dalton. Michael 1844 
Davison, Enoch 1837 
Davison, Joseph 1837 
Day,Willetc 1835 
Denison. Mercy 1835 



Desgrandchamps. Celestin 
& Pierre 1839 , Francois 
1835, 

Desnoyers, Peter 1837 
Dorsey, William 1837 
Doty, Ellis 1837 
Doty, Henry 1837 
Dullea, Maurice 1838 
Eggert, John 1835 
Evans, Anna 1839 
Ewers, Alvah 1837 
Fassett, Charles 1837 
Fisk, George w 1837 
French, Joel 1837 
Gibbs. Samuel 1837 
Gies. Henry 1835 
Gillet. Peter 1833 
Giron, Joseph 11835 
Glazier, Jenison 1839 
Godard, Lewis 1837 
Godfrey, George 1837 
Gray. Richardson 1835 
Groesbeck.Charles 1835,7 
Groesbeck. Louis 1835 
Groesbeck. William 1834 
Grosbeck. Charles 1831.2 
Grosbeck. Lewis 1831 
Groll, John 1835 
Guth, Frederick 1835 
Hadden, Charles 1835 
Haight. Alonzo 1835 
Hammer, David 1925 
Hartwell, Liberty 1848 
Hastings, Eurotas 1837 
Hastings, Eurotas 1835,7 
Hatch, Charles b 1835 
Herrington, Abram 1837 
Hill, George W 1837 
Hines, Michael 1837 
Hollenbeck, Cornelius 1837 
Howell, Robert 1837 
Hummel, Vandeline 1834 
Hunter, Philander 1838 
Ingersoll, Justus 1837 
Ingersoll, Nehemiah 1837,8 
Ingham, William 1837 
Jermain, Sylvanus 1838 
Jerome, Edwin 1837 



Keiser, Christopher 1835 
Kirk, John M 1838 
Knaggs, Monique 1835 
Laderoute, Evangile 1837 
Laderoute. Lambert 1835 
Laderoute. Peter 1837 
Lafferte, Jacques 1837 
Lamphere, Archabald 1835 
Lamphere, Varnum 1835 
Langevin, Charles 1837 
Leech, Gurdon 1837 
Linn, Robert 1835 
Linsley, Daniel 1835 
Little. Thomas 1837 
Lyons. Cornelius 1838 
Mack, Andrew 1839 
Mann, Harvey 1835,9 
Mara, Cornelius 1839 
Mccarty, John 1837 
Mcgovran, John 1837 
Miles, William 1838 
Miller. Burnet 1837 
Moore. Leprelette 1837 
Moore. Reuben 1837 
Morony, William 1837 
Murrey, Obadiah 1839 
Nolan. William 1837 
Nowlan, James 1837 
Nowlan, John 1835 
Nowlan, John 1837 
Odonnell, Patrick 1837 
Omarra, James 1835 
Parker, Johns 1837 
Phelan, Michael 1835 
Phillips, Asaph 1835 
Phillips, John 1835 
Proniman, John 1835 
Quick, Andrew 1837 
Quick, Joseph 1837 
Ramsey, Robert 1837 
Rano, Martin 1835 
Reeves, Garret 1835 
Rhodes, Hiram 1837 
Rhodes, Lyman 1837 
Rickert, John 1835 
Rinn, Timothy 1838 
Ripley, David 1835 
Rivard. Charles 1833.5 



Rivard. Fabian 1833 
Rivard. Victoire 1837 
Rogan, Thomas 1837 
Rood, Ezra 1837 
Rowland, David 1837 
Rude, Gideon 1837 
Ryan. Michael 1837 
Schermerhorn, John 1837 
Shelly, Thomas 1837 
Sherwood. Henry 1837 
Smith, Harry 1833 
Smith. Luman 1833 
Smith, Ransom 1835 
Smith, Robert 1838 
Snow, Josiah 1837 
Soper, Harris 1837 
Spinnings. Mary 1839 
Stackpole, Edward 1837 
Stawch, George 1837 
Stevins, Edwin 1838 
Stoddard, Asa 1835,7 
Strong. John 1841 
Stuart, Robert 1838 
Sullivan, Daniel 1838 
Sullivan, Owens 1835 
Tehen, Cornelius 1837 
Tierney, Thomas 1835 
Titus, Silas 1837 
Torrey, Charles 1835,9 
Torrey, Joseph 1 846 
Van Antwerp. Daniel 1835 
Van Antwerp. Sarah 1837 
Vedder, Aaron 1835 
Walker, Phineas 1837 
Ward, John 1835 
Watrous, Andrew 1837 
Williams, Gershom 1837,8 
Wilson. Moses 1835 
Wilson, Silas 1835 
Winans, James 1837 
Winder, John 1838 
Winter, Frederick 1835 
Witherell, Benjamin 1838 
Wyckoff, Henry 1837 
Wyckoff, Henry 1837 
Yakes, Gabriel 1837 
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Of course many of these people resold their land to others who became the ones to actually begin farming 
in the area. It was not safe to sleep outside because of wolves, cougars, bears, mosquitoes and other 
animals. So the first thing a settler had to do was make a temporary shelter usually in the form of a lean-to. 
Tents offered protection from 
insects but not big animals. 
Sometimes a fire was kept going. 
Trees were girdled or cut. 
Between the stumps and barren 
trees the soil was broken up and 
corn and other crops planted but 
not wheat at first. This was called 
stump farming. Because of 
wolves one could not keep small 
livestock safely unless they were 
kept in a shed or barn. Later the 
regular farm crops were corn, 
wheat, oats, potatoes, rye, barley, 
buckwheat, tobacco, hops plus 
clover and garden vegetables. 
Prior to 1830 maple sugar was the 
only sugar in common use. Early 
American settlers daily drink was 
wintergreen tea sweetened with 
maple sugar. ( Farmer p389) Of 
course there was the full range of 
fresh vegetables from the gardens. 
Everything was organic. There 
were no pollutants in the water. 
The air was absolutely clean. There 
were no chemicals being dumped 
into the air. 

Beebe's Corners of 
Warren sprouted a Tavern, 
trading post, distillery, a mill and 
later other businesses. It has been 
reported that the main industries 
in the early days of the village 
other than farming was making of I 
bricks (Hartzig, Trombly, Grobbel) I 
saw mills, flour and feed mills, 
and wagon and buggy making 
(Gurlock family and Masons.) 

Warren Township was first 
called Hickory Township. "On 
April 3, 1837 an undetermined number of citizens met at the home of Louis Groesbeck to organize the 
government of Hickory Township. . .This first meeting chose as its Chairman Avery Denison; as its Clerk, 
Samuel Gibbs; as Election Inspectors, Louis Beaufait, Alonzo Haight, and Jenison Glazier." The first 
township officers were: Supervisor was Samuel Gibbs, Clerk Alonzo Haight; Justices of the Peace, Alonzo 
Haight, Lyman Rhodes, Samuel Gibbs, and John Barton. The town board was made up of Samuel Gibbs, 
Alonzo Haight, John Barton and Lyman Rhodes. There was no treasurer for the first two years. Also elected 
were three Assessors, three Highway Commissioners, two Overseers of the poor, three Constables, three 
Commissioners of Common Schools, and a Tax Collector. Louis Groesbeck was one of the overseers of the 
poor, (from Warren Township Records) page 20 




Abel and Sarah Warren Pioneers. Abel Warren was a pioneer Christian circuit preacher and war hero 
who became particularly beloved to the early pioneers and was held in very high esteem so much so 
that the area near the future village of Warren was called Abe's circuit or Warren's circuit. The area 
was later named Aba Township and on March 26, 1839 it was renamed Warren Township. A war hero 

who married more of Warren's 

pioneers and spoke at more of their 

burials than any other person, he was 

Rev Abel Warren born August 3, 1789 

and died Sept 5, 1862. His great 

grandfather came across on the 

Mayflower. His Grandfather Gideon 

Warren was a Lieutenant in the 

French and Indian Wars, joining in 

1748. "He was one of Ethan Allen's 

Green Mountain Boys" in Vermont. 

He became a Colonel of the 5th 

Vermont Regiment in the 

Revolutionary War. He was wounded 

in the battle of Ticonderoga. 

Abel Warren enlisted and served his 

country as a soldier in 1812 holding 

the rank of Sergeant. He was seriously 

wounded and taken prisoner at the 

battle of Queens town Heights. 

Having near death experiences in the 

war and as a British prisoner made 

him aware of the value of life. He 

became a Christian in 1817 and joined 

the Methodist church. In 1824 he and 

his wife Sarah became some of the 

first pioneers in Macomb County 

settling just north of Warren. He 

became a deacon and later an elder in 

the church and was the first man to 

preach in Macomb County, and "no 

doubt preached at more funerals and 

married more couples than any other 

man in the county of Macomb. As a 

pioneer local preacher, he was 

abundant in labors, traveling on foot 

at times twenty- four miles on the 

Sabbath and preaching three times, 

and that after a hard week's work on 

the farm, and preaching as regularly as any stationed, preacher, and spending most of the winters in special 

revival work, in Macomb, St Clair and Oakland Counties, in which hundreds were converted, thus helping to 

lay the basis on which rests the magnificent, moral and social superstructure of this beautiful region of 

country." "One Sabbath evening, while passing through the woods over an Indian trail, he saw just ahead of 

him a huge bear. The animal seemed inclined to dispute the right of way; without apparent fear, the traveler 

picked up a stick, saying, Tf you be good, I will, but otherwise we will try titles.' The bear stepped aside and 

the Elder pushed forward on his journey." From the History of Macomb County. Leeson 1882 p 739." It is 

safe to say that no minister since that time has had the love and esteem of this people more than did 

this faithful and devoted man." 
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I doubt that if there has ever been another minister in Michigan so universally respected and beloved by 
all classes, and people of all creeds, as was Abel Warren, during the thirty-nine years of his life work in 
Michigan." He was the first man licensed to preach in the State of Michigan. History of Macomb County 
Leeson 1882. 

It is believed he was instrumental 
in the formation of the first Methodist 
church of Warren in which his son 
was one of the earliest temporary 
pastors. (Went on to pastor other 
churches) This was the first church of 
any denomination formed in Warren. 
The circuit riding or walking pastor 
met with pioneers in their lonely 
cabins and not only brought guidance 
in manners and morals but also often 
news. Sometimes he may have 
brought books. Of course he 
performed marriages, spoke at 
funerals and baptized believers. It is 
no wonder he was held in very high 
esteem by the early pioneers. 

This does not take away from the 
fact that the Warren City council 
acting without the above knowledge 
mistakenly voted that Warren was 
probably that it was named after a 
hero of Bunker Hill Joseph Warren 
who never set foot in our area and 
was not even known to our pioneers 
who lived here. Joseph Warren had 
died 64 years earlier. Joseph Warren 
was born in Roxbury, Mass. 11 June, 
1741; died in Charlestown, Mass., 17 
June, 1775 in the battle of The Battle 
of Bunker Hill in the United States 
Revolutionary War for Independence. 

Both of these Warrens were war 
heroes and had honorable lives and 
both deserve to be remembered. 
But which one was actually the one 
they named the Township after is not important. Harold Stilwell favored Able. I have copies of newspaper 
articles to that effect. We know that the pioneers admired their local brother Abel Warren. None knew Joseph 
Warren. So let's honor both of them. There is room to do this. So let the Warren name honor two 
great men both named Warren. And let it honor our great pioneer family. It is the right thing to 
do and it is what the pioneers themselves would have wanted. 

James Fulton served as the first Macomb County sheriff from 1818-1822. 
The first public building in Warren was a pound constructed of logs 30 feet square and eight feet high in 
1839. It had a strong gate which was kept padlocked. It was used to house stray animals. The pound was 
located on Gabrel Yates' farm near what is now Sherwood and Eleven Mile Road. He held the position of 
Pound master until 1848. (Gerald Neil 8) He also points out that " Wolves, bears, and wandering live-stock 
were somewhat of a problem, and also crows . Bounties were offered for wolves, bears and crows and were 
paid regularly by the town Board." Page 22 




Beebe's Corners became a stage stop between Detroit and Utica (was called Hog's Hollow back then). 
The farmers basically had two places to go on Sunday, Church and market in Detroit to sell their crops and 
meat and to purchase anything they couldn't make or grow. The State Road (now Sherwood) was full of 
ruts and either dusty or a sea of mud until it was planked in 1856. Quite a few years later it was also 
condemned after the planks rotted then it was paved with gravel. The domesticated animals in the farming 
days were cows, pigs, chickens, goats, sheep, horses, oxen, turkeys, ducks, geese, cats, dogs. 
Cooking was done outdoors until safe 
fireplaces could be built inside. The 
hearth provided heat, light, cooking, 
drying, social area, and fumes but was 
labor intensive, inefficient and 
dangerous. It was replaced by the 
stove. 

Daily Activities 

The Diary of an American 
Farmer in Michigan (on Wes 
Arnold's free DVD) shows how life 
was in the late 1800s. It shows: what 
was done each day, where they went, 
what the family did, the weather 
conditions in Michigan, daily 
happenings, births and deaths that in 
some cases were not recorded by the 
government. It is a treasure of daily 
information of that era. Farm life in 
Warren was dictated by the season and 
the weather. There were no weather 
forecasts. Weather just happened 
when it did with little or no 
warning. Winter forced everyone 
inside a lot more. Much time was 
spent tending the fire. The chores still 
had to be done. That means the 
animals had to be fed, watered and 
pens cleaned. Cows had to be milked 
twice a day. Wood had to be 
gathered cut in small sections and 
repairs worked on. Why was there a 
canopy over beds? answer on web site 

Winter was a time to do spinning 
of wool or flax and to do weaving and 
husking. The family was almost 
continually busy with things that needed to be done like husking corn, breaking beans, making and repairing 
things. Trips to the outhouse were not fun in the winter or bad weather or safe at night due to wild animals 
like wolves and bears. That is why many had a chamber pot. Not used for cooking. Roofs and buildings had 
to be protected from ice and snow damage. Children went to school regardless of the weather, it was 
expected as part of their job. 

Spring on the farm was welcomed as relief from the cold and from being indoors. Repairing the tools 
plowing and sowing were the big items. Hopefully you had enough seeds to do the job. The boys could get 
out of school if their dad needed them to work but often it was hard work. Preparing tools, ground 
preparation, cleaning, planting, weeding and fixing had to be done. 

Summer on the farm was in the heat, no school, but lots of mosquitoes, Page 23 





Summer work: weeding, often by hand in the sun 
and heat, cultivation and hopefully no one got sick. 
Late June strawberry season and sore backs from 
picking. July raspberry picking and preserving. 
Early August corn was ready to be harvested. 
Late summer was the most difficult time of the 
year with harvesting work. Often from sunrise to 
sunset . Fourth of July holiday community picnics, 
food games, fun, fiddle music singing dancing 
seeing that favorite girl or boy from other farms. 
Sometimes romance. Wild berries had to be picked,| 
dried or preserved.. 

Autumn harvest time for beans, potatoes 
squash, cabbage, wheat, oats, rye, apples, and otherj 
crops. The housewife made preserves, jellies and 
preserved various foods for the winter. Various 
crops like potatoes, pumpkins, and apples were 
stored in the cellar. Corn had to be cut, shocked 
and husked often everyone had to help. 
Late fall the children returned to 
school. The sleighs and snow shoes 
were prepared for use when the snow 
hit. There were no snow blowers. 
Sometimes there were winter 
community events, ice skating, 
sledding, spelling bees and social 
gatherings. Sundays there were church 
services. Some evenings there were 
singins, sugar socials, hops, dances. 

The good of the Good Old Days: 
In general life was slower paced and 
less hectic than now. Everyone 
worked even children had chores. 
There was in most families (not all) 
Love and Kindness and cooperation. 
It was thru cooperation that they 
survived. American settlers were for 
the most part "civilized." They had 
respect for each other and acted toward others as they would want to be treated themselves. We call 
that the Golden Rule. Children were taught to be responsible for their actions. Everyone had their job to do 
even children with chores. Everyone pulled their own weight. Fathers were strict. Boys and sometimes 
girls who disobeyed were whipped with a willow switch, or spanked on behind but seldom abused. Ask old 
timers they mostly say the results were better than today, (permissiveness) 

The Air and Water were Pure. 

People worked harder physically but were usually happier. There was singins and barn dances and 
preachins and barn raising Bees, and plowin and quilting Bees. If you read Daniel Stewart's Diary there was 
even a farmers traveling band. If you visited a neighbor you would most likely be invited for dinner. 
Train trips on the old Steam trains; Less pressure and stress; Few if any bills to pay. 
No telemarketers; Good Hunting with lots of wildlife. Local citizens were aware of what went on in the 
community and any threats to it. They could and did muster minutemen to defend the community on a few 
minutes notice. Today many local citizens are unaware and uninformed and many seemingly uncaring 
about local happenings of community importance and even threats to the community. Page 24 



Many have become sheeple. They follow blindly what is presented on the TV. Today many citizens are 
ignorant of many issues of importance and threats to the community. We need to keep informed be vigilant 
and be prepared. Our citizens are unaware of several serious threats and at great risk. 

What was bad about the Old Days? Good medical knowledge and care were nonexistent . No: hospitals 
paramedics 911, telephones, police, fire, public safety protection. No electricity , electric appliances, TV 
Radio, Internet, games. No hot showers. You sat in a big sometimes galvanized iron washtub. No washing 
machines dryers, electric irons or electric heaters. No toilet paper, or flush toilets' One had to go outside to 
cold outhouse in winter . There were no libraries in our area and most people could not read or write. There 
were few if any jobs available you worked your farm or starved and many people worked long hours and 
sometimes had little food. There was no welfare, food stamps or Medicaid. There ware no medications , 

painkillers , pills to relieve pain or 

problems. No fast food places , cars or good 

roads or movie theaters. Worse there were 

tobacco chewers, spittoons and lots of BO. 

Old Old time recreation 

For recreation in these old days there was 
first of all walking the crops, then buggy 
| rides, horse riding, picnics barbecues good 
wholesome food. Winter sleigh riding, and 

ice sliding, sledding and skating. Kids 
made snow forts and had snow ball battles. 

Bond fire or smaller campfire stories, 

singing. There was visiting neighbors, barn 

raisings, house raisings, husking bees 

threshing parties , singins and social 

gatherings, often at or sponsored by the 

local churches, sometimes for young 

people called hops and sugar socials where 

young people could meet sometimes 

resulting in marriages. There were often 

fiddlers or other musicians, Local farmers 

daughters married local farmers sons. 
"There were square dances, old time games, 

foot races, jumping, wrestling, pitching, 
i tug of war, marching and singing games. 

Contests often included bobbing for 

apples, pie eating, greased pig, three legged 

race, potato sac race. There was a little 

drinking of hard cider often served by 

politicians at election parties. Sometimes 

the circus came to a nearby town. People 

were happy they felt that they were 

| members of a community. They cared for 

each others welfare , (unlike now where 
| most are alienated) There was a feeling of 
community a sense of pride and security 
most families had rifles used against intruders, to get food and for the occasional sheriff posse hunting down 
a criminal. They didn't coddle criminals b ack then like they do now giving them better medical care than you 
and I get, a weight room, cable TV, free legal advice, nice food and their own private room and a husband 
named Bubba all at $35,000 a year at tax payer expense. For very serious crimes there was no expensive 
electric chair only an inexpensive recyclable rope. The air was clean, the water was clean. There was no 
pollution. There was much less cancer then now. Page 25 








History Lesson: What big mistake did St Clair make that cost hundreds of lives. Answer at bottom 

Michigan became a State 1837 

January 26, 1837. In Washington, DC, President Andrew Jackson signed the bill making Michigan the 
nation's twenty-sixth state. At this time Warren was just beginning to be settled. Soon saw mills were set up 
to cut logs into boards which were better """''■ iriiTi " 

for building. 

Detroit. Eastern Market was founded in 
1841. Out farmers sold produce there. 
The population of Warren Township was 
249 in 1837, 337 in 1840, and 421 in 
1845. The new immigrants were mostly 
farmers, from New England. 

Mr Shubael Conant a Detroit merchant ' 
was a shrewd business man. The 
Government was selling swamp land for 
one half of the standard price of $2.50 per . 
acre. He bought a lot of land in SW 
Warren. 

Transportation in our area for most 
of its history was by foot or show shoes 
and canoe. For thousands of years there 
were no cars, or vehicles. There were no 
roads at all. There were foot trails thru the '" 
woods. 

A stage ran from Detroit to Utica. 
Beebe's was about halfway. Mail in 
Warren Township was brought by stage to 
Kunrod's Corners and Beebe's corners in - 
the 1830s. 

The State Road was located on present 
day Sherwood road. The little settlement 
located near what is now Ten mile road 
and Sherwood was called Kunrod's 
corners. The horse drawn stage fare was 
about 75 cents to Detroit or Utica and 
double that to Romeo. By 1830 there was 
a stage line running from Detroit to 
Romeo and another to Ft. Gratiot. The stage line followed the State Road which followed Sherwood. 
Kunrod's Corners at ten mile road was a stop on this route. Beebe's corners was next. The so called road was 
so poor that it probably jousted passengers around and could be so muddy as to stop travel. This led to a rail 
road built along the State Road running from Detroit to Shelby and later to Utica. It was started about 1838. 
At first it had wooden rails, poles strapped to logs then later iron rails. The single railroad car was pulled 
by horses. Later iron straps were placed on top of the wood. But once in awhile they would get caught curl 
up and pass thru the floor of the train car injuring passengers. These protruding strips of metal were called 
snakeheads and could be dangerous. Later the train cars were armored so that the straps could not hurt 
passengers. The Warren stop was called Spinnings Junction. It was just south of 14 Mile Road. The wooden 
stringers later rotted on the line and the road was abandoned. After being repaired the Detroit Bay City Rail 
Road opened for regular traffic on Oct 7 1872. 




Answer to History Lesson: He was not vigilant. He failed to post watchmen to be aware of what was going 
on around them. This led to almost 1000 casualties. We should learn from history. Be aware of what is 
happening. Page 26 



After 1840 temporary housing shelters were replaced with log cabins. Farmers cut down the forests, 
broke the tough topsoil with ploughs. First there were plantings of corn and vegetables planted between 

girdled trees and tree stumps as the ground was not ready 

for wheat. These stump farms of the 1830s and 1840s 

gradually became improved farms with well tilled soil, 

fences, livestock pens, orchards. Frame houses replaced 

log cabins. Improvements were made at the farms. Horses 

were not strong enough to break up thick grass prairies. 

Oxen could do that better. The use of horses and other 

animals for transportation went from heavy use in the 

1800s to only a handful by 1957. 






drop spindle, basket, broom, porter}', iron, Top tm, wood, loom 



US Civil War 1861-1865 
was a horrendous painful bloody war in which an 

estimated 623,000 (+- 100 thousand) causalities 
died. This was 1 in 1 1 men affected many Michigan 
families. We contributed over ninety thousand men to 
the Union forces. This was about 23 percent of the 
male population. Over one half of the military age 
population served in the Union army. This created a 
labor shortage at home. cl5,000 Michigan soldiers 

gave their lives to preserve our country. 
There are people who have never been in a battle and 
who have no idea of the pain and suffering that goes on 
who care so little about our soldiers that they (four members of the Warren Historical Society who without a 
public hearing to prove sufficient cause) ripped out four veterans memorials from Warren Union Cemetery 
where many of our Civil War soldiers are buried. What great disrespect to those who risked their lives for 
our freedoms. Anyone who disrespects our soldiers is not fit to live in our free country. We should honor 
our soldiers not allow the only memorial naming them to be stolen from the cemetery because WHS did not 
like anonymous donors and they couldnt take credit for them. 

We should create a better world for our children and 

grandchildren. That is what our pioneers did. We must learn from 

history. The politicians as usual failed. The Civil War and most 

of the resulting deaths could have actually been avoided had 

intelligent reasoning prevailed. Even the Detroit Free Press 

called for a negotiated settlement. In 1861 Virginia tried to 

organize a peace conference to avoid war by finding non violent 

solutions to the nation's problems. The two men at the left have 

just driven a bayonet into the other. They have nothing against 

each other. So why are they killing each other? What a waste. 

There are better solutions to problems than killing. Page 27 




The just sworn in governor of Michigan and the Michigan legislature emphatically rejected the invitation to 

attend the peace conference . "Senator Chandler Michigan's most virulent Republican legislator, concurred 

with this action and wrote Blair that a 

civil war was desirable because the 

blood of patriots and tyrants was the 

"natural manure" of the Tree of 

Liberty and that "without a little 

bloodletting" the Union would not be 

"worth a rush." (Lawrence E. 

Ziewacz 107) We wonder if this 

senator who was so in favor of war 

went into battle or just sent the young 

men of Michigan to become 

"manure" as he called it. 

Women prepared bandages and 
clothing for soldiers. Newspapers 
were avidly read daily. Labor saving 
machinery was greatly needed and 
used, but often hard to find. Women 
and children had to work in the fields. 

The war actually brought prosperity to Michigan farmers. To solve the labor problem immigrants were 
brought in. Farmers produced bigger 
crops of wheat, corn, oats, rye, hops, 
and corn sorghum. Heronoius 
Engleman for whom Engleman street 
was named was a civil war veteran. 
Others are buried in St Clemens 
Cemetery and Warren Union 
Cemetery. Those in The Bunert-Bidel 
Cemetery are lost forever. Because no 
one bothered to record their burials. 
Many at Warren Union Cemetery will 
suffer the same fate unless the Village 
Commission rights the wrong of 
allowing the vigilantes to get away 
with ripping our veterans memorials 
out. At home men, women and 
children worked long hours while their sons, husbands and fathers fought and died. "Between 1860 and 
1870, rural population and acreage of improved farm land increased by about 45 percent— thanks in part to 
passage of the Homestead Act in 1862." (Kern 35) Wool production increased. Production of wheat which 
was Michigan's largest cash crop almost doubled. (Kern 35) Beginning around the time of the Civil War and 
continuing forward to the present, labor saving machinery and later office automation improved productivity. 
At first it was horse drawn machinery, then steam powered then gasoline and diesel powered machinery. That 
was followed by electric and electronic machinery. Industrialization and mechanization saved people from 
back breaking work then computer automation and robotization would years later put thousands of people 
out of work. Michigan's boys in blue saw action in all the war's major battles. Seventy Michiganians 
were awarded the Medal of Honor, the nation's highest honor for meritorious service. By 1865 the Civil 
War was over but not without sorrow for those who died for their beliefs. The Battle of Gettysburg, for 
example resulted over 51,000 soldiers killed, wounded, captured or missing. Many laid there for days 
dying with no pain killers and no help. Several Center Line and Warren residents served the cause of 
freedom. To find out more about Michigan in the Civil war visit Don Harvey's website which plays historical 
music while you learn, http://www.michiganinthewar.org/cwmireg.htm 
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